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A Quest to Reduce the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch

From a single kayak to 10 Mercury powered vessels, the Sea Cleaners organization
expands efforts to save the ocean.

Alarmed by a growing threat to marine ecology in the Pacific Ocean, Hayden Smith of Auckland, New Zealand, decided in 2002 to do
something about it. His crusade, which began with picking up floating plastic bottles using his kayak, has evolved into the establishment
and growth of Sea Cleaners, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to retrieving floating trash and debris off of Auckland’s shores.

Today, the organization operates with four Mercury-powered vessels. A major objective is to significantly reduce the region’s contribution
to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP), a set of huge clusters of accumulated debris, mostly plastic, bound together by a system of
swirling ocean currents.

The GPGP is made up of more than 1.8 trillion pieces of plastic covering more than 617,000 square miles (1.6 million square kilometers).
Ocean currents draw in floating debris originating from the west coast of the Americas, along eastern Asia’s Pacific Rim and from the
waters off the coasts of Australia and New Zealand.

To combat the problem in his part of the world, Smith sends his fleet on cleanup missions nearly every day of the year. He and his team
need equipment that not only performs well but also stands up to arduous duty cycles.

"I can't speak highly enough of the Mercury SeaPro™ outboards — they've been incredible. Each of our boats is a different size, but each
outboard we have is perfectly suited to the exact power specifications we need. The engines make getting up on plane — with thousands
of liters of rubbish and several volunteers on board — feel easy and comfortable,” Smith said.

“The ocean is a pretty nasty environment to be in day in and day out, but, because of the way these engines are built, we don't have to
worry about reliability or longevity,” he said.

“We've also seen firsthand just how fuel-efficient these engines are. The savings we've made are significant, and obviously it really helps
us in an environmental sense, too,” Smith added.



Since its inception, Sea Cleaners has collected more than 10.9 million liters of rubbish from the coast of Auckland. “We have filled 325
shipping containers with loose litter, we've collected more than 98 million pieces of rubbish, and our volunteers have spent over 160,000
hours working with us,” Smith said.

“We have recyclable rubbish bags that represent 50 liters of contents. Each of our four boats collects 40 bags of rubbish every working
day of the year. This means we're collectively picking up 160,000 liters of rubbish every month,” he added.

While the group’s accomplishments are impressive, Smith considers them to be just a good start. “Clearly, there’s more work to be done”
he said. “So, every single day | have to ask myself, ‘How can | do more? How can we collect more rubbish? How can we engage more
communities? How can we generate more funding?’

"My personal mission has always been to multiply what we developed in Auckland and to roll it out on a much larger scale across
New Zealand,” he said. “We are currently building six new boats — meaning we'll soon have 10 boats running full time around the coast of
New Zealand.

According to Dean Harris, Mercury Marine New Zealand manager, the new boats will also be powered by Mercury via a sponsorship
agreement, and it's a relationship that makes Mercury proud.



